GLOSSARY

List of Abbreviations and Terms

American northwest
DOW

4th U.S,

IN militia

KIA

New Purchase

Northwest Territory

Old Northwest

Seventeen Fires

Refers to the post-1800 geographic area formerly
encompassed by the Northwest Territory.

Died of wounds.

An Arabic numeral followed by “U.S.” denotes a
United States Army Infantry Regiment. This
example is for the 4th U.S. Infantry Regiment

Indiana militia. The state or type of militia unit by
function (KY militia, dragoon, mounted riflemen,
etc.) is designated to prevent confusion. It was
common at the time to refer to a unit in formal and
informal writing by the commander’s name. For
example, the company of mounted riflemen
commanded by Captain Spencer is referred to as
Captain Spier Spencer’s Company of Mounted
Riflemen of the Indiana Militia. Other units might
be referred to by simply the commander’s name, for
example, Robb’s company. In cases where the type
of unit is not clear, clarifying remarks are added:
Robb’s company (IN militia).

Killed in action.

Geographic area defined in the 1809 Treaty of Fort
Wayne.

Geographic area in the United States defined by the
Northwest Ordinance of 1787. The area
encompassed current-day Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Michigan, Wisconsin, and part of Minnesota. The
area began to be divided into territories and states
after 1800. The status of the various geographic
areas in the Northwest Territory continued to
change until they became states.

See American northwest.

The United States.
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