
M~ILITARYIP REPORTS.

T'HE WAlR~ IN BOHEMIA AND THE] PRU~SSIAN WTAR.

* ~~~Report dated 8th Septemaber, 1866.

*THE many q~uestions arisin g from the war between Prussia
and Austria just terminated, may be studied to great advantage
hi Bohemia, where the greatest portion of the Prussianl army is
at present in cantonments. On leaving Berlin I :proceedled to
Prague, the Head-Qnarters of Prince Frederick Charles, fr~om
which place, thanks3~ to the assistance giveh to me, I have
travelled through the country in every direction, and obtained
information on those points which appeared to me desirable to
study.*

*During three weeks I have seen almost the entire Prusisian
army, and I have been allowed to obtainr inform~ation as to
incidents of ·thle war and other matter from a great number of
o~fficers of all ranks, as well as from non-comm~issioned officers
and soldiers, prisoners, and wounded men. The following report
is a summ2ary of my observations.

The armies of a power that had not made war1 for 50 years,
encamped in Saxony and Silesia, forced the de~files of Bbhemia
in the face of an Austrian army of more than 200,000 men,
drove back, aft~er several bloody engagements, all the corps
which attempted to oppose them, and crushed in a single
battle, eighte days after the beginning of the campaign, the
whole of the hostile army; and, finally, in two months, dictated
peace to Austria under the walls of Vienna. Tlhese results
appear marvellous. But, for those who study the character
and phases: of .the great struggle, the masrvellon~ disappears,;
and the causes of this dazzsling and rapid success may b3e stated
as follows 

An army, t~aken as a whole, is nothing more than a weapon,
put into the hand of one man. in this war, on one side (that of
Austria), an inf'erior weapon was put into the hands of a General
incapable of using it. On the other side (that of Prussia) a

* Towards t~he end of July, 1866, the Emuperor had sent Colonel Sto~fel, has
orderly offcer, to BohemKia, with directions to study and report on the history of the
war. The MIinist~er, with the view r`of facilitating~ this object, gave 1M. Stoffel the.
title of M/ilitary Atftach6. He afterwards received orders to remain in Berhiq
fulfilling the duties of this office. H-e remained there for four year lvi 0
the 18th July, 18'70. [Ed.] evn i



superior weapon, carefully prepared for many years, was placed
in the hands of an able leader. Or, on one side, there was an 
army inferior in every respect, commanded by a man who did
not possess the qualities reqyuisite for a Commander-in-Chief.
On the oth~er side, an armyl superior in every respect, comlmanded
by abl~e, well-taugh~t, and energetic leaders. It is reqluisite,
therefore, that the following qu~estions should be discussed:-

Was the Austrian Leader really incompetent ?
Was the Prussian Arm11y really superior to the Austriant
How, and why ?

I. -The Incapacity of the Austrian Comnmander-in-Chief.
I w~ould not have thought it reqluisite to enter into this

subject if public ignorance in Fra~nce, and elsewh~ere, had not
attributed the success of the Prussian army, almost entirelyr to
the nzeedle-gum. Nevertheless, to those who really know the
facts, the cause of this success lies far dee'per, and without
wishing to deny the advantage that the breech-loader gave the
Prussians, I feel convinced that the result would have been the
same had the Austrians possessed a similar weapon.

At a future time I will explain the general cause of the
disasters of Austria. At present I wvill confine myself to the
enumeration of many acts which prove the incompetence of the
;Austrian General.

[In th~is Report, an account of, and an examination into,
many acts which demonstrate the incapacity of the Austrian
Comnmander-in-Chzief is given. We omit this, as we will in
general omit in the following reports all details which do not
treat directly of the Prussian army, and which, from their purely
technical character, would n'ot interest the reader.]

II. On the Superiority of the Prussian Army,
I do not pretend, after my short visit to Bohemia, to

thzoroughly understand the Prussian army; however, a cursory
examination shows at once, its undeniable superiority over the
Austrian army.

The political and social institutions of the twb countries,
their moral state, their military organization, are evidently the
chief causes of this superiority. They req~uire deep study; and
I confine myself at present to point out in a general way the
e~ffects which these have produced, and whlich at once strike an
obs erver.-

The' superiority of the Prussian army is displayed ·in every
gradle. The body of officers is superior, especially the higher
o-fficersi and company commanders. Thze non-commllissioned

-officers are superior. -The soldiers are superior.
Offcers.--I have been surprised to find such a large number

of well educated, thoughtful, and distinguished men. I do not
allude so niuch to military education (although this is very
-complete with them), but rather to general education. They
have a taste for their profession, know it thoroughly, and reason



·well about it; and, atbove all, show themaselves anxious to know
the progress that is being made by, and the improvements intro-
duced into, foreign armies.

Non- Commissioned Officers.-The non-commission~ed officers
are excellent: their military instruction leaves nothing to be
desired. The non-commissioned officers, it appears to me,
excel ours, because of their superior education.

Soldiers.--The military organization of Prussia should be
known from the reports of my predecessors. Without examining
the inconvenience which it offers, it is impossible to deny that
th~e principle on which it is foun ded, universal compulsory service,
puts in the ranks of the army an element of the highest value.

The application of this principle places in ·the ranks of the
army a large number of persons well brought up and educated,
belonging to the better classes, and thus increases the intelli-
gence and moral value of the army by the aggregate of the
intelligence and moral value of these individuals, to which
should be addedl the healt~hy and direct influence which these
persons bring to bear on the soldiers of an inferior classil. I
bring this particularly to notice, because it gives the Prussian
army an element of superiority which no other European army
possesses.

The Prussians like to call their army the nation in arms.
Universal military service renders the description a just one,
and they do not deceive themselves as to the great ~power the
army derives from the presence in its ranks of persons well
educated and well brought up, belonging to the better classes,
who, as officers, non-commissioned officies, and soldiers, devote
to the defence of their country their intellects and lives.

When I expressed to several General Officers my regret
that ini France the richer classes do not bring into the army their
quota of intellectual and moral faculties, one of them replied to
me very gravely, although smiling, " Do not adopt the principle
"of universal military service, for, if you do, you will once
" more dictate laws to all Europe."

It is requisite to acknowledge the fact that our army, what-
ever qualities may distinguish it, is not the best that ]France
could produce.

·Without adopting the principle of compulsory military
service as in Prussia, could it not at least be applied to thoee
drawn by lot? This at least would be a first step on the road
to eqiuality, justice, and a better constitution of the army. At
the present moment the young men of the richer classes escape

.military service by the- system of subatitutes. If the army
cannot be with us, as in Prussia, th~e nation in alrms, at least it
should represent the miniature of the nation., that is to say, that:
all classes without exception should in proportion to their
numbers serve in the ranks, at least so far as the ballot would
render this possible.

By these means young men of the rich classes could not
legally escape military service by the length of thbeir purses ; and



the French Army, whatever may be said of it, would_ not then
be a mass of the poorest and most ignorant Frenchmen, on whiom
~jhe more favouredl classes had thrown the task .of fighting for
·t~he nation. I will not here refer to the daugers produced by our
military organization at periods of internal trouble as June 1848,
when a civil war ~filled the streets with blood. Our soldliers.

were called on to fight with men who, like themselves, were dlis-
inherited by fortune, and who did not fail to spread in the army,
by, all met~hods, docri+rnes subversive;TT of eveTFryt~hing.

[The report her~e touches on the fact that Prussia, as comz-

pared with Austria, is inhabited by a homogeneous race, which
is peopled by different races; on th~e social state of the two
ount~ries; on the qualities which distinguish the two nations;
on the degree .of education so elevated in th~e one, so inferior
in the other. Which considerations can explain the ·causes
of the moral and material superiorityr of the Prussian army.]

The superiority of the Prussian over the Austrian army: is
undeniable and great in every respect. This, and the incapacity
of the Austrian General, were the two main causes of the
Prussian v~ictories.

Onz the In~fluence of the Needle- Gun.

People have assigned to the weapons of the Prussian Infantry
the greatest share in its victories. But it is a great error. The
supedsority of the weapons has been only a secondary course.

·Indeed, it may be said that it is only another proof of the
intellectual superiority of Prussia, for it cannot be denied that a
nation which alone in Europe, fifteen years ago, dared to adopt,

an improved rifle, has manifested by that very fact that it
ex~celled the others in judgment, in warlike knowledge, one had
almost saitl inl boldness. I will nowv describe the kind of influence
the breech-loader has had on the battle-field.

The advantages that the Prassian army has obtained from
the superiority of the. arms of its infantry, while much exag~-
gerate~d are undeniable. But they are due less to the rapidity of
~fire than to the confidence the Prussian soldier has inl his~ weapon.

I will explain. For more than fifteen years every effort has
been made inl Prussia to convince the soldier that he possessed
an unrivalled weapon, and what brought, home this conviction
to him was the great care taken in rifle practice. Each Infantry
soldier fii'ed annually more than 100 rounds of ball cartridge.
Thanks to these efforts, the most complete confidence in his

weap on has been given to the soldier, a~nd this confidence has
produced results, the importance of which cannot be over-esti-
mated. It cannot be described better than by saying that the

Prussian infanrtry, composed of young soldiers who never ·before
made war, had the calm and steady fire of veteran troops.

Being desirous of obtaining a fair opinion of how much the
Prussian success is due to the needle-gun, I sought information
from numboers of officers of all grades. I have interrogated (more



'particularly at Prague and elsewhere) a great number of lieu-
tenants and non-commzissioned officers, who, wh~ef actually under
fire, are most in contact with the soldiers. I have spoken with
Austrian prisoners and Austrian wounded, and, allowing for the
wounded self-love of the one, and the excited vanity of the
others, I have, as the resul-t of this examL3ination, arrived~ at the
conclusion that the influence the needle-gun exercised in 1866
was that described abjove.

It; wrould be a mistake, ·then, to believe that if the AustriaLns
never attacked the Prussians hand-to-hand, it was on account
of the rapid firing of the latter. it was rather due to the
firmness and coolness which the conviction that they could
not be approached gave to the Prussian troops, armed as they
were with a rifle , which the first shot tired gave them, thanks
to the rapidity of th~e loading a second, and, if heeds be, a
third. Let us repeat.: It was this coolness and steadiness,
sprung from that confidence in his weapon, which for fifteen
years had been instilled into him, whnich enabled th~e Pruss~ian
infantry, composed of soldiers having no experience in war, to
fire as calmly and accurately as if they had been veteran
troops. Such a thing is too important for us to pass it ligh~tly by.

The Prussians distinguish volley fiing, which they term
salvoes (section, company, or battalion fire) from independent
firing, which they term rapid fire (schuell feuer). Usually they
receive an enemy, with~ a volley, followed at once b3y indepen-
dent firing. It is these volleys that are so formidable. It is
imapossible to quote a single instance where the Austrians have
attacked with the bayonet, notwithstanding the advice given
by GI·neeral Benedek in his proclamations. The first Prussianz
volley always stopped the Austrian advance, and they generally
retired in disorder, when, thanks to the rapidity of loading·,
the independent fire completed their defeat. It is easy to
conceive the effect of this last on troops already broken and
decimated boy the volley. The enormous Austrian losses during
this war may be thus explained.

Attacks of c~avalr~y against Infantry.
As a proof of the confidence possessed by the Prussian

Infantry in the effect of its fire, I must not forget to refer td
the attacks of cavalry which have been repulsed withzout forming
sqac-ure; I believe this to be the first instance of such a feat in
the histodry of war.

Colonel· Berger, an excellent officer, and ~a man worthy of
credence, told me the following incident which happened during
the battle of Jicin. He comm~an~ded the 8th GZrenadier
Regiment of the 5th Division; he went forward to the top of
a small rising ground to reconnoitre the country, when he saw
tenl Austrianz squadrons wh~ich; with a front of two squadrons,
advanced at a trot towards him. He rejoined, as quiuckly as
possible, the only battalion of his regiment thlat w;~s th~en at
han ; and which the rising ground had until previously



concealed from the enemy. He allowed the cavalry to advance
within 200 paces, receiving· them with a volley from the entire
bsattalion, followed at once by independent firing. At the first
volley 50 to 60O Austrian troopers fell, and the two squadrons at
the head of the column iturned tail. Independent firing was
kept up on the next two squadrons which came within 100
paces of the battalion, and then dispersed, drawing~ the entire
column after thlem in2 conlfuiXon.

I would add that for a long time the Prussian infantry has,
in time of peace, been taught that it has nothing to fear from
the attacks of cavalry, wvhich may be received in line without
forming, square. The order being to allow cavalry to approach
within 200 paces, and to receive it with a volley, followed by
independent firing.

I have been assured that at other battles, as well as that of
Jicin, the Prussian infantry has succeeded in this way in re-
pulsing cavalry.

[We suppress the end ~of this report, the information here
given as to the Prussian cavalry and artillery, as well Bs the
part it played in the war of 1866, does not now offer the same
interest as when it was written.-.ED.]

ON RAILWTAYS, FiROM A MILITARY POINT OF VIEW.

Report of the 4thi October, 1866.

It has been said that during the war of 1866, the Prussian
armies manceuvred on entirely new principles, seizing important
points situated on railways, and that this was the great cause
of their success. This is an error, which disappears 'when facts
are inquired into2 The Prussianzs, as we w~ill see, have acted
very sim-ply, and only as circumstances required.

When the Prussian armies, the 1st or· Prince Frederick
Charles's, the 2nd or the Crown Prince's, were' in Saxony and
Sileslia, they used without hinderance not only the Prussian rail-
ways, but also that from Dresden to Breslan. It may be here
remarked thnat this latter railway was of the greatest use to; them,
as it allowed them :to send troops and stores from Saxony to
Silesia, or vice vers4r. There being no other cross line be~tweeni
the two railways from Berlin ·to Dresden, and from Berlin to.
Breslan. 1fi therefore, the Prussians had not been. masters of this
railway, they would have been compelled to send everything
round by Berlin3, an imm'ense circuit. Had Saxony preserved
her neutrality at the beginning of the war, the Prussians wcould
have found some reason for violating it with the sole object of
seizing the line fromt Dresdenz to Breslan.

From the 23rd of June, the day the first army crossed the
Bohemzian frsntier by marching on Reichenberg·, until th~e 3rd
July. th~e day the battle of K~bniggratz was fough~t, railwYays~



played no part, in the war, the Prussians confining th~emselves
to repairing that at RteichenbLerg, which the enemy had c~ut
between that ·town and Zettau.

After Kiiniggr~i-t~z Benedek hastened to rally the fr~agments
of his 'army at Olmutz. The various corps were m~ovedl by
railway from Pardubitz to Olmutz, and the 9th~ July they
were united at that place, having broken up the line and
destiroyed the bridges 'behindl th-emn. On their side, the
Prussian army marched on Pardubitz, as it was evident they
must do, this important railway junction being on the road.
they wished to take leading on Olmutz and Vienna.

Having crossed the Elbe at Pardubitz and Prelauc, they
divided, the 2nd Armay forminig the left marched on Olmutz to
attack the Austr~ian army, while the other two armies marched
on Vienna, the 1st or centre by Briinn, that of the Elbe or righnt
by Iglan. These bold but (viewing the demoralized state of the
Aus~trian army) well-conceivedl movements could not fail to
produce one of the two following results. If Benedek remained
at Olmutz;, the Crown Prince would watch andt cut him fr~om
Vienna; if, ·on the other hand, he marched to help the capital
threatened b~y the right and centre Prussian armies, the three
~united would. advance freely into the valley of th3e Danube.
The Austrians began to evacuate Olmu-tz on th~e 13th July;
and during the 13th~ and 14th trains took troops incessantly
to Vienzna. But on the 15th thiswas stopped, for the: advance
guard of the Crown Prince had passed Olmutz, and by the
action at Tobi~tschau had seizled Preran, cutting thus the com-
rmunication between Olmutz .and Vienna. As for the first army,

its'· advanced guard, proceeding 'by o~rdinary marches, occupie~1
Lunzdenbourg on the 16~th. July, upon tehe railway between
Olmutlz and Vienna.' There was nothing extraordinary~ in this
movement. It was quite natural thatine the Crown Prince,
entrusted with the duty of containning the Austrian army at
Olmutz, should try and cut the Vienzna Railway, by which the
Austrian armyi could; in tmwo day~s, be moved to the D~anube.
It was equally natural thbat Prince Frederickr Charles should
seize Lundenbourg as qiuickly as possible, it being an importanit
point on the Vienrna line.l The. Crown Prince, by occupying
IPrerau, succeeded in preventing three Austrian Army Corps from
reaching Vienna; these cor~pa made forced marches towards ~
Kremasier and IBradisch, and as Lundenbourg w~as already. occu-
pied by Prince Frederick Charles, they were prevented from
advanincg between the Carpathian Mountains and the March~feld,
and consequently. hadl to retire into Hungary by the Jawornik
pass.

The manceuvre by which the Prussians thus cut the ralway
between Olmutz and Vienna was creditable, but I repeat i-t was
a self-evident ·operation. The Austrian army might have been
all moved to Vienna had lit begun itsR movem~en~t three, days
sooner.



.RailwAay Co~s
But while it is quite true that the Prussians have been

guided by the simplest principles, the means they adopted
·to rapidly repair destroyed railways should bec described.
Each army corps has a detachment composedi of 1' off~icer,
1- serjean~t-major, 3 serjeants, 6 master ar-tificer~s, and 48 men
of the engineers, 1 superior employ4 of a railway company,
2 architects, 2 ~fitters, and 7i platelayers, or 74 men in all. Th~is
detachment is placed under the orders of the commanding·
engineer of the Army Coorps. Its special functions are to
repair railways and put them into working order. These com-
panies, called "Railway Corps,") are most useful during a cam-
paign.

The Prussians attach so much importance to this duty that
in peace time troops placed near railway stations select
annually from each battalion of infantry 2 non-commissioned
off~icers, who receive for a monthn the instruction reqyuisite to
enable them to replace ordinary railway empltoy~s.

Advanztage of? Elementary Instruction in an Army.
'It is a universal principle in Prussia to instruct soldiers,

non-commissione~d officers, and even officers to siome extent
in certain special duties. Thus each year every regiment sends
1. lieutenant and 2 non-commissioned ofi-cers to a battalion of
engineers, where they are taught, for two months, road-making
and field fortification, &c.

Similarly eachl infantry bjattalion sends 1 non-~commissioned
officer and 1 soldier to a~n artillery command, where they learn~
hiow to pack and unpack infanztry ammunition b~oxes. This
instruction is useful, for in war each battalion is accompanied
by its ammunition wagon. The rule iwhich directs that th~e
wagon follows the batt~alion: everywhere has undoubtedly
both advantages and disadvantages. The general o~fficers whose
opinions I have so~ught, on this subject, are not agreed as to its
advisability. Some approve of the rule, and think that the
wagon should be, during an action, always within reach of the
battalion; others would rather see it with the reserve artillery.~

I have already said in myr first report that elementary inst~ruc-
tion is more· generally diffused in the Prussian than in ~any: other
Europeanr army;· this gives it a very great superiority. Almost
all the- men know how ·to read and write, a consequence of com-
pulsory education; hience it is very easy to teach them certain
details.'

Models are· shown to them; or chalk draw~ings of ;things
are made for their instruction. In this way they are given
ideas as to encam~pments, the construction of field kitchens
and huts, &c. How many soldiers are there in t~he French
army capable of understanding and profiting by such lessons i~

The most striking, proof of ~he intelligence of the Prussian
Army is given by the way, they use the breech-loader.

What have foreigners generally thought, would result from.



the Introduction of t~his arm ? They believed that the men would
quicklyexpend their ammunition, by an ill-judged fire, aLnd

thtteweapon would daeteriorate from rough usage, &c., &c.
The needle-gun has done .good service, and thle number of
rounds consumed has beeni very small, being on. an average
;only 7 cartridges per man actually engaged, and only 3 if the
whole number of troops .empiloyed is taken ·into account. These
nulmbers were given to me by G~eneral Hindersin, who -coin-
manded the Prussian artillery. The cause of thisas.atonishing
result can only be sought in the education and consequent
intelligence of the Prussian soldier, who has understood the.
improved weapon given to .him, Iand, known how to .avoid its
ill effectsa.

This is a ,new proof of the advantage which elementary
education, diffused amongst non-comnmissioned officers and men,
confers ou an army. It would be folly to give a needle-gun to
an army of savages, but it may be entrnsted to the Prussian
army. And the more the soldier is educated the more can. the
rifl~e he is armed with be improved.

Lessons to be Leanmt fr·om a Stucdy of th~e Prussian Army.

What useful hints can we obt~ain by .a study of the. Prussian
army?3

Material condition o/ .the Armi.--Fromz this poin~t of view our
.soldiers are in a better state then the Prusslians,, being better
clothed, paid, and fed.

D~iscipline.-Our .interior economy is better. But it may be
fairly asked, Is it no t advisable to altei~ our rules of discipline ~?
Do we not punish the French soldier too much? Can we find
no m~eans of increasing, amongst our non-commissioned officers
and soldier, that feeling of duty, which so distinguishes the
Prussian army, and which causes punishment to be so rare?
I am astonlished at th~e small quan~tity of punishment which
is given in the Prussian army, and ~yet no one can say that it is
ill-disciplined. It is well krnown that in Prussia neither the non-
commuissionedl officers nor the subalterns· can infict pnnishment.
This duty devolves on the company commlzandlers, who cannot
even punish a subsaltern. The commanding officers of regiments
alone canl punish an officer. 'I do not urg~e that we shouldl
adopt the Prussian system in its integrity. I confie myself t~o
observing that the numb~er of punishments in~flicted in the
French~ army is prodigious when compared with those of the
iPrussian army.

Administration.-Under this head, we have nothing to learn
from Prussia, our own is, I think, based on better principles, it
has more unity and is less complicated. The Sous-Intendant
:Bag~s, now at Berlin, is employed in study~ing this subcject,
and will dloubotless place in a clearer light "t4ha~t I here merely
touch on.

To foreigners; great praise is beestowed, on the Prussiian



Intenzdacnce and the serviesi it ·rendei'ed durinig the last war,
but, by degriees, it has ieake&l out· that there is ample room for
improvemetnt. Durin'g muy jounrreys in Bohem~ia -I have been
often; told3 that dwuring ·th~e first eight days of the campaig
necithe~r food nor forage could keep up with the army, and t~hat it
was forced to liv~e on the country; and it is now understood
that this state of things lasted for* three weeks, that is to. say,
for the greater part of the campaign. During all this time the
issues, w~hen they diid· not entirely fail, were made in an irregular
manner. Certain cava~lry brigades have, on several occasions
received no forage for days together.

Me~dical Service.-The medlical service can give us useful
hints. During the war, the number of surgeons was, it is true,
insufficient; but the Austrians abaLndoned all' their wounded,
who had to be looked after.

.In :ev'ery way the medical service has ·acted well. The
organization of booth the small and large ambulances was well
understood. The placesi selected were suitable; chosen near
streams of water and railways. The removal of patients from
the small to the great ambulances, always a difficult thing, was
well carried out.;

~M. Bagi~s is collecting all the information· requisite for the
study of this i-mpoi~tant matter.

Gompacny of Bearers of the Wounded. - Each Army Corps
hast attached to it a company of 180 mnen, whose dutyT it is to
give th~ first help to the woundedt on the field of battle, and
carry them to the ambulances. These companies are composed
of Landwehr~ men, selected. for previous good conduct, and thus
affording an assurancre that thedt ilb rprypr
formed. edt wl epoprypr

Each Companny is commanded by a captain of the train bat-
talion belonging to the Army Corps, and is dlivided into three
sections'; these sectionsl are told ~off, one to each dlivision, and
one ·to the advanced guard, and are each commanded by an
officer aznd a surgeon; the men wear the infafitry uniform and
carry a cazrbine.

The following are thleir duties: They go on the battle-field.
and giv~e the first care to the wounded, apply dressings to stop
bleeding, -andl arrange bandages and splints in case of broken
limnbs,· select the wounded from the dead, carry ·the former
with as mzuch care as possible on stretchers to where they can
receive attention. The men formling these companies re'ceive a
special education in peace time upon all these details.

Exact modlels of the carriatges, barrows, stretchers, and
other things employed in the service, will be sent when I canl
procure them; meantime I send herewtith a rough drawing of
the means of transport used for badly wounded men. 

Some such orgatnization shouldc b3e thought of in France.
The musicians, who perform this duty with us, are -evidlently
not a sufficient provision. For·, as soon as a2. mlan is woundedl,
three or four lof his comrades quit the ranks13 under pretext- of
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helping ·him. The great irregularities caused. by· this would be
much diminishedl, if we had a special service well organized for
the purpose.

Railway Corps.-JI have already described the composition of
the detachments charged with repairing, destroying, or putting
in working order the various lines of railway. The. Prussiansi,
in adopting them, have copied the corps organized boy the United
States diuring the war of the Secession.

But the most important lesson to be obtained by a study
of the Prussian army is that2 connected with its: morale. Two
things are very striking:-

1. The intellectual value of the army.
2.; The principle of justice and morality which is the

basis of its organaizationz.
I. THE INTELLECTUAL VALUE OF THE ARMY.

This is due to the intellectual state of Prussia, which is
very high, and to the effects produced by the law of compulsory
service, which causes all the talent of thle country without
exception to serve in the ariiiy.

Prus~sians :are not remarkable for either the elevation or
nobleness of their ideas. Greatness of soul, generosity, and the
attractive gifts of mind are not their inheritance. But they
pcssess, in a marked degree, sterling qualities : industry, a strong
sense of duty, a love of ·ordeic, economy, andl obedience. Their
Electors and Their Kings have almost always been an incarnation
·of the na~tional character, Wanting nobl~eness and greatness of
soul, this nation would never have produced a ·Louis, XIV.
But it must be admitted that neither would it have produced
·a Louis XV., The army repreesents the nation much more than
the French a~rmyT does the French nation, and it possesses all
the sterling qualities I have named.

Under the head of general education it is far sulperior to the
.French army, and, as I have alreadyi pointed out in my first
report, this superiority is to be found in ev'ery gradle. The
officers are better educated than ours, so are the non-com-·
missioned office-r~s; and finally, the soldiers surpass the French
not by their natural intelligence, which is certainly as great
amongst us, but because their primary education is less super-
ficial.

I have said that Prussian offcers are generallyr better
educated than those of the French army. One cause of this is
t~he system, by which these officers are obtained, which rarely
azllows a non-commissioned offticer to attain the rank of off~icer;
but it should be added that, as might be expected amon~gst
a people, so much in earnest, the greater part of the offticers
continue to studty after leaving school, while the French officers
rest contented ·with what they there learned. In Prussia
o~fficers are encouraged to study by evrery possible means. For
this purpose most garrisons have societies called 1Military
Societies, where the officers often meet together for lectures.



The King and the Princes belong to the Berlin Mdilitary
·Society, anid visit it freqluently.

I will here give an instance which seems to me: to be very
characteristic of ·this difference between Prussian and French
officers. There is a military book--none more valuable haa
ever been produced by the brain of man; MIarshal Marmonlt
says of it, "LHe wh~o thinks over, and understands lit, will have
an instinctive knowledge of war ;" I allude to the " Memoires de
Napoleon." How many French offcers are there who have
studied this book. It is sad to say that officers of high rank,
even those in command of divisions and brigades, are ignorant
even of its existence. Very fewY assuredly have read it. The
number who have t~hought; over it may be counted ion the
fingers.

Now (I do not wish to exaggerate) I have found in Prussia,
during the time I have been here (two months), more officers
who have studied the Mlemoires of Napoleon than I have found
in France during 25 years.

The Pr·ussian staff officers are, above all others, well taught.
The greater number know the history of all wars thoroughly,
and reason on military matters in a remarkrable manner.

II. PRINCIPLE OF JUSTICE AND MORALITY.

Prussia has given the brightest example of justice and
morality, by applying the principl9 of compulsory service for all
her citizens. On this basis her mihitary inlstitutions rest.

How is it possible to compare an organization based on a
principle so just, so pregnant with valuable results, with the
French organization, bearing on its face the horrible stain of sub~-
stitution by means of money payments. A thing which de.-
moralizes the army, nay the nation itself. We; do not re~flect on
the dangers of this fattal institution;~ men gifted withi common
sense have long ago discerned, and said all that can be said
agains t a principle so unjust, so immoral, andl which, in the long
run, saps the very foundatioiis of the nation.

Prussia has proclaimed loudly: that military service is the first
durty of the citizen; that nothing is more demoralizing to a nation
than allowing the rich, by reason of their wealth, to free them-
selves from this duty. For, say they, how can a nation but;
bLelieve that all duty may be bought and sold, if this the m-ost
sacred of all duties is so treated? ~Whazt a gulf do not such prin-
cip~les open between the rich and the poor ? How can it be hoped,
if such principles are allowed, that the ar~my can enjoy that
rpespect and that; consideration, which is so essential to its
very existence? It is impossible to describe, how the considera-
tion in which Prussia holds her army strikes one; it can only be
explained by the application of universal military service, which·
fuses, as it were, the nation and the army. The armyr monopo-
lizes all the~houours, all the facvours, and all the advantages in
the State. A man who (for whatever reason) h~as not served in
the armny obt~ains no emnployme~nt. In the country he is an



object of ridicule and contempt to his fellows. As there are
very few families who have not a son, a brother, or a relation
serving in the army, it follows in exact opposition to what is
the case -in ~France, that~ the army is not viewe~d as an institu-
tion apart from the country; but, on the contrary, all classes of
the population, men, women, and ·children are deeply interested
in, devoted to, and ready to make all kinds of sacrifices
for their army.

The recent Austrianz war has afforded a rem~arkable proof of
this. Prussia has offered the edifying sight of a great, State,
looking after 30,000 sick and wounded men without its costing
done sixpence, thanks to vroluntar gifts coming from all parts
of the Empire.

IREPLIES TO VARIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT THE: qLANDW7EHIR.

REeport, -15th October, 1866.

1 reply to the questions sent to me by the Emperor.
I.-Q&. How are the Landwehr Officers chosen and ap-

pointedZ
A. These officers are taken-First, from amongst " the volun-

"'teers for one year," who, having served thate year, have received
a certificate of fitness to discharge the d~uties of Landwchrn- Offi-
coers; secondly, from among~st officers of the army, w~ho, having
reached the age fix-ed for the Landwehr, wish to quit the army.

"VTolunteers for OSne Year.'"

The institution of volunteers for one year is as follows:
Every person who wishes to serve for one year only in place
of three, goes before a Departmrental Committee of :Examina-
tionz, be~fore whichz he is compelled to prove either by a certificate
or actual examinatio~n that he possesses the knowledge laid
down in the fixed programme. They are less ~severe on those
young men who are studying sonic science or art which de-
~mands their whole time, than o~n those who labour inz a work..
shop or manufactory.

Those wh9o pass satisfactory examinationls receive a certi-fi-
cate, and have then the right to perform one y·ear only of
military service, either as privates in the ranks, as surgeons,
as veterinaryT surgeons, or apothecaries in some hospital. They
are fur~th~er allowed to choose the branch of the service, the
regiment, the garrison, or military establishment they wish to
join. They are free to perf'orm this year of service when they
please betwaeen the ages of 21 and 24. During the year they
must clothe, equip, feed, and lodge themselves at their own.
cos t, arms alone be~ing supplied by the corps in which they
are serving; but they are bound to keep these in repair, and
return them in a good state at the end of the year.

The number of these volunteers who enter each year into



th army is about 2,000*; each company or sqyuadron can re-
cei've only four such volunteers annually.

During their service ·these volunteers learn the duty of a
-soldier, the duty of a non-commissioned officer, and in part
that of a Lieuteenan of Lanzdwch~r. One o~fficer in each battalion is
entrustred w~ith their edacation, both theoretical and practical;
'those who man~ifest zeal and intelligence are appointed super--
numerary lance corporals, after six months' service.

Before the expiry of the year, the volunteers are examined,
by a board composed of one captain and two lieutenants ; those
'who are considered capable of performing the duty of Lieutenlant
in the Landwehr -receive a certifticate to ~that -efect from the
commanding officer.

But before being appointed officers they have to slerve
during a training of 8 to 15 days with the Landwehr, or six
weeks with a Line regiment; their fitness for the position being
acknowledged, th~ey receive at first the grade of non-commis-
sioned officer, then are (if approved Qf by the o~fficers of the
battalion in which they wish to serve) nominlated as Second
Lieutenants, and finally commissioned as such by the King.

Of the 2,000 volunteers: who enter each year into th~e armly,
about 700 receive certificates as officers, and from am~oigst
these the greater number of Landwehr officers are selected.

Officers Leaving the Army.

Officers (that is to say captains and lieutenants) who have
reached Ithe landlwehr age, 27, and' who are in good health, may
qiuit the army, and join the Laindwehr, preserving their grade.

Applications to this effect are made sometimes mn the
infantry, but more generally in the; cavalry, when officers who
hzave estates desire to live on them.

VOLUNTEERS ·FOR A Y~EAR AS :OFFICERS.

I have pointed out in a former report the advantages and
disadvantages of the system of "'Volunteers for a Year." The
advantages are of various kinds. As for the disadvantages
they are shown when the army is mobilized.

In the Prussian army, for economy and other reasons, the
numbei~ of officers in peace is not sufficient; for example, there
,are only four insatead -of~five o-fficers per company.

It -fol~lows, then, that when the army is mobilized, field
o:ffice~rs are selected to command battalions and squadrons of
Landwmehr, and a large number of subalterns are transferred
from the Army to the Landwchr, to give the latter more
steadiness; in addition to which the army has to provide officers
for garrisons, depots, and various military establishments. All
these vacancies. in the army, some due to the common peacQ

th *This ·figure refers to the Prussian~ army before 1866; for in a subsequent Report
telnuixber of these Volunteers for a ·year is sbated to be, in 1868, for the army of the

North` Glerman Confederation, about 12,OOO.-[CED.]
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footing, others produced by ·the mobilization, are filled either by
promotion, or by transferring from the Landwehr to the Armiy,
the n1umbeur of subalterns removed frorm th~e latt'er to the former.

These alterations, which a change from a ;pence to a war
footing entails, constitutes a great distnrbance amongst the
the offi~cers, -and presents manifest disadvrantage~s. However,
maany: Prussian o~fficers do not wish: to alter the system. They
saay that the presence of o [fcers of the line in, the Laudwelir,
give it a steadliness which makes it equal to the. Regular Army,
and that the latter dloes not sensib~ly suffer by the. introduction
of a certain number of volunteers for a year as officers.

But maanyofficers who commanded battalions of landwehr
in, the last wa~r have, on ·the other hand, declared that with
some exceptions the " volunteers for a year " have not shown
themselves fitted to perform the duties of an officer.

II. Q&. How are the Non-comrmissioned Offiers of the· Land-
·welir obtained ?

A. The non-commissionred officers of the Landwehr comre-
1. From non-commission~ed officers supplied from the Regular

~Army.
2. From private soldiers who, during their third year of

service in the army, have received the instruction requisite to
enYable them to fulfil the duties of a naon-comzmissioned o-fficer
of Landwehr (each comp~any in the army trains two men for
this pul'pose during their last year of s ervice).

3. From men of the Landwehr; those who display zeaalanzd
fitness for the post being seletedl.

;III. Q. What is the composition of the CaLdres of the ;Land-
·wehr 0

A. lI2Jfantry.-1nr time of peace, the 32 Infantry and. 4 G~uard
Regiments of Landwehr, have neither sta~fi nor permanent
cadres, the officers and ment being on furlough, but each
battalion has a dep~t, composed as follows:-

Commandant (always an Officer of the Army).

6 Non-Comrmissioned- Officers.
4! Lanlce ditto.
2 Privates.

Total, 2 offcers and -16 men.

In war time the Cadlres of Landwehr regiments are as~simi-
lated to those of regiments of the line.

Gavalry.--There are 12 Reoiments of Laudwelir Cavalry, but
without staff or cadlres. Each squadron lin peace time h~as a
dep~t, composed as follows:-

I Lientenant.
2 Non-Commissioned O~fficers.
2 Lance ditto.

Total, 1 officer and 4! men.
D2
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In addition, one officer of the regular army commands four
sq~uadrons, and there is also a paymaster and clerk to take
charge of the accounts.

IV. Q. Are the Landwehr Horses bought and fed by the
State?

A. Prussia (I do iiot here refer to the provinces recently
annexed) is divided into eight great military divisions, in each
of which an Army Corps of all arms, both Regular and Land-
wehr is stationed, and from which it recruits.

Each division is generally divided into 13 districts, called
Landwehr battalion districts; this district is the true unit for
recruiting the military forces of Prussia, for superintending· the
Reserve men, and those of the Landwher, as well as for all ether
questions referring to the change from a peace to a war footing
(mobsilization las the G~ermans term it). The men composing the
Landwehr, live at home on furlough, but can, during any portion
of their service, be recalled for a training of 8 to 1~5 days.

Landwehr cavalry is formed in squadrons, which correspond
with the districts of infalntry battalions. The horses required
during the manoeuvres are furnished by private persons, or
by the parishes who buy them where they can. When the
manoeuvres are completed the parishes sell the horses again.
The loss which ensues represents the tax imposed on the
dlifferen~t; parishes.

The tax is mush heavier in war time, for, in addition to the
Cavalry of the Landwehr, the parishes must furnish the horses
reqyuisite for the baggage and hosp~ital trains of the army.

In peace, as in war, the State feeds the horses.
In Prussia, horses as well as men are liable to compulsory

military service. Every horse in the country, the horses of
private persons not excepted, is borne on lists fur~nished
offticially to Government by the local authorities. During war,
the State, to avoid public discontent, prefers to buy horses either
in Prussia or elsewhere. But if the price {s thiought too h~igh~,
horses are obtained from private individuals, at prices fixed
by the Government itself.

Last spring, when the army was mobilized for war with
Austria, the State purchased the horses requisite to place the
Regular Cavalry and Artillery on a war footing. The horses for
the Landwehr Cavalry, the pares, hospitals, &c., were supplied
by tim parishes at their own expense.

VII. Q. W~hat is the Uniform of the Landwehr ?
A. It only differs from that of the regular army in theheaddress. All the infantry of the army have a helmlet, except

the battalions of rifles, who have a leather shako, with a double
peak of black leather. The Landwvehr have the same shako
with a white cross in front, as a distinguishing mark.



17

UPON A PERMAiNENT CHIEF OF THE STAFF, AND ON THE DEdAY
OF AUSTRIA.

Repxort of the 25th October·, 1866.

I. THE ADYANTAGES WHICH A GREAT M~ILITARY STATE DERIVES
FROM A PERMANENT CHTIEF OF THE STAF'F.

The Pr·ussian Army, the brigades, divisions, and army
corps of which are permanently formed, has also a perma-
nent chief of the staff. W~ould not th~is institution have its
advantages in other countries, even althlough their military
organization may be entirely different from that of Prussia?

G~enera'l Moltke is Chief of the Pr'1ussian Staff. He is looked
on as the ablest military man in Prussia, and I have been
much struck byr the qiuali-ties which distigngish him. At a
single glance, his correct and unerring judgment, his great
common sense, and, his very extensive militariy knowledge, may
be detected. His wcell-know~n integrity, his great conscien-
tiouzsness, and the services he has for many years rendered, have
won for him the respect of all, King, Army, and Nation.

Not only does General Moltke understand the Prussian
army completely, but he also understands the composition and
or~ganization of foreign armies, the resources of other countries
their military genius, and history. Thanks to an unwearying:
industry, hde knows the smallest details of the geography of all
the countries in Europe, and his continual study of modern cam-
paigns, has given him a very high degree of warlike knowledge.
Such the man. The following are his duties: under his chief
·direction the officers of the Prussian staff are educated and
formed. The organization of the Prussian staff differs entirely
from ours. I3t is not, as in the French army, a distinct corps.
The officers are, on the contrary, selected, without distinction,
fromu all arms of the service. Having served for three years
as Lieutenants in their regiments, and then for three years as
pupils at the War Academy, these officers enter the head·.
quarter staff at Berlin, which is under the direction of General
M~oltke, who there makes them study the organization of
foreign armies, modern military geography, history, topography,
tactics, and strategy. He himself directs their studies, proposes
problems. to solve, and memoirs to draw up, examines and
criticises their labours. .He thus lear1ns to know the meri~ts and
qualifications of all these officers. He nominates them for pro-
motion, and appoints them to the staff of the various divisions
and army corps.

The head-quarter staff at Berlin is perfectly organized for
instructing offcers. There is collected, everything requisite for
the study of the differente European armies, and the countries
which may become the theatre of war. All the military books
and nedwspapers, the pamphlets, publications, maps, and plans



which appear in Europe are there collected and classified. It
possesses, in addition, the most complete information upon the
counitries' contiguous to Prussia.

The foreign countries which actually bound Prussia have
been exa~mined in the; most detailed manner. Reconnaissances
of the most minute kind have been made, embracing the
resources of the country, its topography, the roads, towns,
villa~ges; their population and their resources; watercourses, their
direction, their :depth, their width, the places for crossing, &c.
I -doubt much if the Dep~t de la -Guerre has anything so com-..
plete.- Ie ~to-morrow, for example, a French army invades the
Palatinate, how many French officers could supply the important
information which constitutes the object of military recon-
naissanceZ None doubtless; for either we have not got the
requisite documents to study in peace time, or what we have
are insuLfficient. The Prussian S4caff, on' the contrary, possesses
*and collects beforehand everything relative to neighbouring
countries, and each day this information is improved by adding
the ·roads, railways, and other changes that ·may have been
made; consequently I have not been surprised to find that a
large number of the Prussian staff offcers know our north-
eastern frontier better tha~n any Frenchl officer, and others knew
the, frontier of: Bohemia as well, doubotless, as -the Austrian
officers ithemselvcest.

But -to return to G~eneral Moltke. He must be viewed as
occupying a two-fold office: instructor to, and director of
the entir'e staff of the army.

It is easy to understand the great services which such a man
can render to his country both before and during a war, trained
for'P so many years to perform the duty of chief of the staff, and
a~ided in his duties by a chosen body of officers selected and
taught by himself.

The French Army has no Permanent Chief· of the Sta-ff.
Wihen war is imminent, the M~inister or Sovereign selects one
from the available marshals or generals. But the selected
person, how great soever: may be his personal merit, cannot· be 
su;fficienltly prepared to ful-fil the important duties thus suddenly
thrust on him. To make a good Chief of the Staff a man must
not only have a certain natural aptitude for the post, but he
must have the most extensive and varied knowledge, such as
can only b~e acquired by long study. No point concerning the
organization, composition, and resources of his own or foreign
atrmiesj should escape him. He must be intimately acquainted
with military geography, topography, administration of troops,
the principles of -tactics an~d strategy, and of the probable
theatre of war, &c. In addition to which he should know per-
fectly all the G~enerals of; the Army, and more especially the
St~aff Officers, in order that he may detail officers possessed of
the requisite knowledge :for the Staff of the Divisions and
Ar-my C~orps. Howc is it possible that any Gieneral can fulfil
such a- &uty, if he is n~ot prepared for it, by study and labour?·



The ·advantages which accrue from having a Permanent Chief
of the Staff are very evident. War suddenly breaks out.
Nothing is then left to chance; no person is taken unawares.
The Sovereign or Head of the Army is not embarrassed by.
having to select an officer for this most important post, at a,
moment that is always critical. He finds him there on the- spot,
ready to carry out well-defined duties, and capable of selecting,
what at the present day are all-important, good Staffs, genaeral or
special.

A\ithough our military organization differs in e~very essentia~l
point from that of Prussia, and although our army is not divided,
into divisions in peace time, there is nothing to prevenit us, ~so,
far as I-kuow, fr-ominstitutinlg in our army an office so useful,;
so important as that of a Permanent Chief of the Staff.

IL; Is AUSTRIA IN ~A S TATE OF DECAYZ:

The more light that is shed on the events of 1866i, the more
we are induced to ask if Austria has not begun to decline.

But we hesitate to reply, fearing lest we should assig~n to
the magnitude of sudden disaster many deplorable: evidences
of decay, which are now known to us. The following mark at
w~eak7ness of char-acter and the beginning- of moral disorgan~iza-
tion 

1. It is now an estabjlished fact, that, owing to the treason
of the employds and Austrian officers, the Prussians were -able

to obtain before, and during the war, exact accounts Qf the
effective strength and position, of th~e Austrian Army. At
Florence the Italian G~overnment knew by the same means the
exact composition, of the army of Verona; and I could name
a Prussian officer who was sent to Florence before the war,
and sent daily to Berlin an account of all the m-ovements that
took place round Verona.

2. The num~ber of Austrian prisoners was enormous; amongst
the officers more than 500 were made prisoners unwounded.

3. The following is a fact, for the truth of which I can vouch.
The day aft'er. the battle of Sadlowa the Crown Prince of
Prussia, counting on the moral effect of that great victory, sent
a major with a flag of truce to Kdiniggratz, to demjand its
surrender. W~hilst the officer waited for the G~overnor, an
Austrnian Captain entered into conversation with him, and told
him that the place was not in a fit state to resist; that the
garrison -was demoralized; and: that all the Austrian Army
wished for peace. The Prussian officer was present at the Council
of War, presided over by the Governor, which consented' to
the surrender of the town. One article only gave rise to dis-
cussionz. He asked to refer it to the Crown Prince, and went
to fLind him. As chance would have it, while these things were
going on, Gieneral Gablenz;, comuing from the Prussian Head-
quarters, passed Kijniggratz. On learning what had taken
place, he expressly forbade the Governor to surrender the town.
But for this accident Kiiniggratz would have capitulated on a
simrple- summons that very day.
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4. At the battle of Tobitschau, fought on the 15th July, a
regiment of Prussian Cuirassierse captured ~twor Ausfiianb ~at-
teries. They included a captain, two lieutenants, 200 gunners,
16 guns, and as many wagons. They marched under escort of
25 Prussian curassiers upon Brutun, about four days march
from Tobitschau. The fourth day, when the batteries were
only three leagues from Brunn, they were met by a Prussian
offcer sent to the town by order of the Crown Prince.
What was his astonishment to see; two hostile batteries
marching quietly on the road, as if route marching· in peace
time!i Taking advantage of a halt, he opened some of the
limber boxes; they were filled!i To guard against accidents,
and lest the Austria~ns should attempt to recapture them, he
drowned the cartridges. Thus three Austrian officers, 16 guns·,
and as many wagons fully equripped, allowed themselves to be
led qyuietly as prisoners, for four days, by 25 Prussian horse-
men, without it coming into their heads, that they might get
rid of their escort, b-re'ak or burn, if requisite, the mnateriel, andE
rejoin their army!i

5. I will ftinish· by a fact which is not the least important of
those I adduce. In the ambulances that I visited at Nachod,
at Knijginrhof, at Pardubitz, at Jicin, I have convinced myself
that teh conduct of the Austrian officers towards their menz was
by no means free from blamre. They were there treated an-d
looked after, side by side with Austrian soldiers, often men
of their own battalions, without ever asking if they needed
anything, or appearing to care about them. Off~icers and sol-
diers lived in the same ambulance as strangers to one another.
I have heard Prussians speak of this conduct in severe terms.

Such things cannot' be entirely attributed to the demorali-
zat~ion that great military disasters always produce. They
point, rather, as I have already said, to a degradation of
character, and a true mralon decline.

NOTE ON THE MJILITARY ORGANIZATION OF PRUSSIA.

Report ofC N2ovemnber, 1866.
Judlging from the newspapers, the most erroneous idleas

must prevail in France upon the military organization of Prussia.
The ob~ject of the present report is to describe the general heads
of this organization. It w;ill be convenient to begin with that of
1814, which lasted, with but slight modifications, for 45 years,
and then to point out the great changes which took place in
1859 and 1860.

Organization of 1814.

After our disasters in 1814, Prussia had a population of
10,000,000, and a revenue of 10,75;0,0001. sterling. She could
nlot then keep up a permanent army eqyual to that of the great
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powers, her neighbours. The men whose duty it was to orga.-
nize her military forces sought to compensate for her inferiority
in me a and money by the advantag~es which would follow from
the application of principles of morality and justice.

THEY PROCLAIMED .COMVPUJLSOR'Y SERYICE FOR ALL CITIZENS.

Witnesses of the great services which the Landwehr (thanks,
to its excited patriotism) had rendered in 1813 and 1814, they
adopted a second princip~le (which is evidently erron eons), that
men who had passed a certain portion of their youth wlth the
colours could, when called on, at the moment war breaks out,
take the place of regular troops. Hence the institution of
the Landwehr of 18141. In consequence of this false principle
the army was, in peace time, intended to be the war school of
the nation. Its object was, in short, to train men for the
Landwehr. It was conseqyuently decided that the annual con-
tingent should serve in the army for a certain time. But for
how long Z rrhree years were considered sufficient to give each
man the req~uisite military instruction.

It is difficult to admit that this was really the conviction of
the founders of this organization, and it is more reasnabnlle to'
believe that so short a service was fixed for a double reason,
viz.,- the number of the annual contingent (40,000 men in
1814), and the sum that Prussia could give to its military forces
(:39 millions). Whatever may have, been the cause, three
years were fixed as the period of actual military service. These
three years being completed, the men then passed two years
in the reserve, and were finally tranLsf~rred to the Landwehr.

The law of the 3rd Septemboer, 1814, relative to compulsory
service, and the order of the 21st November, 1815, relating to
the Landwehr, direct that all men known as fit for service ;should
serve as follows:-

In the Regular Army, 5 years, from 20 to 25 years f3 years of actua~l Service.

12 years inl the Reserve.
LntBIaniwelir, 14· years, from 25 to 39 years .. J 17 years in the 1st Class.

In~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ te7years in ·the 2nd Class.

-1. Regulacr Armzy. - The annual contingent, composed of
all young men fit for service of 20 years of age, being 40,000
men. The, regular army was three times as strong, or 120,000
men2; to this adding the officers, workmenz, &c., about, 130,000,
it was composed of:-

45 Regi·ments of Infantry.
10 Battalions of Ri-fles.
38 Regiments of Cavalr~y.

9 Regim3ents of Artillery.
9 Divisions of Pioneers (Engineers and Pontonziers).

2. Reser~ve. - The men of the reserve should have been

80,000 (2 x 40),000); but deaths, invaliding, the necessity of
leaving a certain number at the dep~ts, reduced the number to
6j0,000. The strength of the army could thus in war time be
raised from 130,000 to 190,000.
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3. Landwekr (1st class)-Was composed of men from 25 to
32 years of age. It could furnish 150,000 Cavalry and Infantryi
for War, viz1.:

36 Regiments of Infantry.
34! Regiments of Cavalry.

represented, however, in peace, by but very weak cadres, ithe
men being on furlough. The rifles, artillery, and pioneers of the;
L~andwehr were not organized, estimated at about 20,000 ment;
they were scattered throughout the army at the moment. of
mobiliz~ation .

Regiments of Infantry, as well as regimnents of Cavalry, were
brigaded two regiments together. In consequence of the:
alteration, introduced by the law of 1852 these regiments, were
brigaded each with a regiment of the Line.

The Regular Army, and the fist class of the Landwehr-
united together formed the army for active operations in they
field. Its strength was 360,000 men, or deducting 30,000 men,
for garr~isoning fortresses, there remained 330,000 men. The
dep6ts were about 50,000 strong; thetse were partly composed
of recruits and partly of reserve men.

4. Landwehr (2nd class.)--Had no cadres; during war it could
supply 110,000 men, Infantry and Cavalry, who, with the 30,000
of the first class just referred to, were entrusted with garrison-
ing the fortresses.

The followin~g tabole shows the strength of the Prussian
military forces, during the period of this fir~st organization:

Men. ~Men.

ri. Regular Arrmy .. .. . 130,000
2. Reserves .. .. .. . 60,000

A. Fliield Army .. 3. Rifles, Artillery,, and Pioneers of
~ he 1st C~lass of the La~ndwehr 20,000

4. Infantry and Cavalry of the 1st
Class of the: Landwehr.. ·.. 150,000

Total .. .. .. 360,000
Deduct left for G-arrisons,..: 30,000

Remaining .for F~ield Army 330,000 330,000

B. Troops-at~tle Dep~ts (Recruits, Laud~elir 1st Class)~ .. .. 50,000
C. Troops~intended2 iieutdaoe,1 2nd Class of Landwehr-.. .. 110,000

for home de- edceabv.. . .. 3,0
fence. f2.D0

Total ,.. . . 140,000 140,000

G~eneral Total . ... 520,000

Of these 520,000 men, which represented ,, th of the then
population of Prussia, one-fourth only composed the regular
army paid by the State. The authors of this system believed
that th~ey had solved the problem of the best military organi-
zation for Prussia. They had a cheap army in peace, a large
army in war.
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What are the distinctive characteristics of this organization t?
The regular army, did not represent an independent military
fojrce, capable of acting in fist line. <Too weak numerically to
act this -part, since, reserve included, it was only 190,000 men, it
wans not sufficiently strong to take the field until it was united
to the 1st class of the Landwehr, 170,000 men, which, forumed in
regiments brigaded with the Line, constituted, as has been
sbown, almost one-half of the whole force.

The regular army had really only one object, that of being
a~ military school for, the-nation, or otherwise a training school
for Landwehr men. In short, the system of 1814 was entirely
a "Landwehrian system."

~Faults of the Organizxation of 1814.

The faults of this organiz;ation are so patent that it may be
asked, how did it last forty-five years? They showed themselves
during the campaign of 1848 and 1849 in Schleswig, and the
Grand Duchy of Baden, and also in the mobilization of 1850
and 1859, in the most deplorable manner.

The prime defect was the necessity, on the outcbreak of war,
of calling for, and brigadingwith the regular army 170,000 Land-'
wvehr men. Experience' show'ed, that on account of losses of all
kinds, it was requisite even to procure this number, to call on all
the Landweh-r men, of the 1~st class, 25 to 32 years of age. How
was it possible in war to place dependance; on men who had
left the army, some two, some three, and so on, up to nine'
years, and of whom one-half were married. Prussian statistics
give the following -fig~ures :-

Maarried from 25 to 26 years .... 30 per centG.
29 a 30 ,,.. .. 46 ,

31 32 ,, .. ..· 63 ,

A great numboer of these men were 'compelled to leave th;eir
fi~nilies deprived< of all support, and depending on' the charity'
of, the parish. Thus 'the Landwehr men replied with great
reluctance, and discontent, to the sunimons in~ 1848, 1850, and-
1859.

The most; deplorable scenes took place; positive acts of
insubordination occurred in pres-ence of the enemy. Als for those
Landwehr men who continued faithful to their hlonour, they
showed that they were entirely unfit for war. It wvas evident
that the authors of the organizaition of 1814 were deceived in
believing that the Landwehir would, on all occasions, display
the enthusiasm it did in 1813. Another fault of this organizati'on
arose from the composition of the brigades. As each was com-
posed oftwyo regiments, one regular and one landwehr, it was
impossible to form, if requisite, a body of select troops (either
brigade or division) into the composition of which the Landwehr
did not curter.

-It; should also be added that the want of military instruc-
tion amongst the officers and non-commissioned officers of the
LandwYehr, rendered it necessary to transfer many to the regular
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army, and vice versd. It was a manifest defect to have snch
a number of changes at the very moment of placing the army
on a war footing.

Finally, it is reqiuisite to point out that the organizatioli
of 1814 entailed, when a mobilization took place, enormons
expenses, upon the parishes which were compelled, to support
the necessitous families of Landwehr men. In 1859, 55,000
families had to be supplied in this way at a cost of 40,0001.
per month; in 1859 the amount rose to 80,0001. per month,
not counting the voluntary gifts, which amounted to the same
sumY.

These markiied defects were so serious as to render a
reorganization of the army requisite. It was begun in 1859,
and continued during the following years, despite the struggle
so well known, whi~h, sinee then, has placed the Prussian
Assembly in antagonism' with the G~overnment.

Reorganization of 1860.

Before determining on the best means for correcting the
faults of the old organization, the men whose duty it was to
investigate this question, resolved to return to the rigorous
application of the principle of universal compulsory service--a
principle which had been continually violated since 1814. For
while the popula~tion of Prussia had increased in an extra-
ordinary manner during the 45 years that elapsed since 1814
(from 10,000,000 to 18,000,000), the strength of the regular
army continued without alteration, never exceeding 130,000 to
140,000 men, so that the annual contingent (40,000 men)
remained the sanie as in 1814. Hence it followed that every
year a large number of young men, able to perform military
service, never served with the colours. Thus, in 1859, the
annual contingent was 63,000, but of this number more
than one-third were exempted. The injustice of this became
manifest jn a striking manner when the army was mobilized;
because Landwehr men of 25 to 32 years of age, who had
already served, were compelled to march with the army, whilst
young men from 20 to 25 years of age never payed their debt
of service to the Sta~te.

The reorganizers determined to return fist of all to the
principle of universal compulsory service in its integrity.

It was determined that the whole annual contingent of
63,000 men should. enter the army, and three years were fixed,
as b3eforB, for,-the duration of active service. By this measure
the regular army received at once a considerable augmentation.
and the following additional cadres were formed:

36 Regiments of Infantlry.
9 Battalions of Rifles.

10 Regfiments of Cavallry.
5 Divisions of Artillery.

The regular army, then about 130,000 strong, was thus
raised to 210,000, a force which Prussia could easily maintain,
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~as her revenue had increased from 10,Th0,0001. to 19,~00,000l,
They then sought to remedy the defects of the old organization.
The Landwehr was indeed preserved, b~ut its functions and
its character were completely changed. It was decided that it
should cease to */brm an integ~ral portion of thze field~ army. Up to
this date the firste class had formed one-half of the field army.
For the future its functions were reduced to home defence, or
the first class of the Landlwehr was to perform, the duties that
the law of 1814 assigned to the second class. As 370,000
men was ·considered the reqyuisite numb~er for the field army,
without drawing on the Landwehr, it became requisite t~o
increase the period men spent in the reserve from two to four

years. all men fit for service were classed under the follow-

ing heads:-

Regular Army,, 7 years, 20 to 27 years of age 4 18 yer in the Ranks.

Landwehr 12 year, 2'7 to39 ye(4 · iyears in thze 1Reserve.
Landwer, 12 ears,27 to 9 year .. j5 yeaLrs inl the 1st Class.

17 years in the 2nd Class.

Before going further, let us compare the organization of
1814 with tchat of 1860.

There ia common to the two the following:-

1. Compulsory service for all citizens.
2. Mlilitary instruction in the ranks for a fixed period.
3. Obligation to render further service until a fixed age,

first in ·the reserve, then in the Landwehr.

As for the differences, they are striking. By the law ~of
1814~, the regular army was only the military school of the
nation; to form a field army, its strength had to be doubled,
with regiments of Landwehr, composed of men of 2L5 to 32
years of age, unaccustomed to war, and one-haff of whom were
married. By the law of 1860, the regular army was equally
the war school of the State; but it, itself, by the addition
of the reserves, formed the field army. The Larndwehr no longer
figured in that capacity, its part being limited to home defence. This
is the great modification introduced into the ancient organiza-
tion. Prussia thus obotains the great advantage otl having a
larg~er field army, composed entirely of men from 20 to 27
years of age. Men from 27 to 32, who generally establish
themselves in life or get married, no longer fear to be called on
for a mnobilization for an ordinary w~ar, being entrusted with home.
defence only. They know that they need fight in second line
to the regular army only in cases of great emergency. The
results of' these changes have been very favourable for the
general interests of the country, especially for agriculture..

In France people' appear to think that the Landwehr
takes thze same part as it did, prior to the reorganization.
Because the Landwehr figured in the Danish war, and m~or~-
recen-tly in Bohenziia, it is imagined I hat it f rmns a part of the
army, and fights side boy side with it. This requires explanation.
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The law ~which ifixed -four years as the length of tim~e ~to
be spent in the reserve, came into force in October, i860, con-
;sequently the reserve time of the various contingents is as~follows 

For the Contingent of 1859, October 1862 to October 1864.
,,,, ~1860 ,, 1863 ,, 186'7.

,, 1861 ,, -1864! ,, 1868.
, ,, 1862 ,, 1865 ,, 1869.

,,,, ~1863 ,, 1866 ,, 1 8'70.

Hence, when the last war broke out (June 1866), Prussia
had only ready to hand the reserves of three years, or those of
1863, 1864, 1865. This is the reason why she was then com-pelled to draw on her Landwehr to complete the battalions
of the regular army. 100 Landwehr men per battalion of 1,000
were generally taken.

But it should be remarked that they need not have taken
these men if they could have put their hands on the reserves of
four years. It is only from the end of the present year (1866)
that the organization of 1860 comes fully into play. Prussiacan now dispose of the reserves of four consecutive years.
She will therefore (in theory) no longer draw on the Landiwehr
to- complete the battalions and squadrons of the regular army.
She will only use it for special purpioses, such as railway com-
panies, companies of sick bearers, telegraph companies, &c.it is mllost ~im3portant, therefore, to point out clearly that
Prussia is now (end of 1866) in full enjoyment of the military
resources conferred on her by the organization of 1860. The
whole of her forces (not counting the recently annexed pro-
vinces) are shown in the following Table:

Men .
A. Field Army composed of-

1. Regular Army .. . . .. 210,000
2. Reserve of 4 years. , .. .. 160,000

370,000
B. iDepat Troops, partly Recruits partly Reserve .. .. 11,900
C. Tr~oops for Home Defence--

Latndwebr, 1st Class .. .... .. .. 150,000

Total .. .. .. .630,000

In addition to which the 2nd class of the Landwehr could, if
·required, furnish 150,000 to 200,000 men.*

Thus Prussia can put into the field 370,000 men, not count-
mig 110,000 men at the depbts, or 480,000 men, without having
recourse to the Landwehr. This number is greater than that
mobilized in 1850 and 1859, or for small wars, as ·those in Baden

* This report, from our Mt~ilitary Attach6 at Berlin, ̀ is dated the month of-November 1866. No aceount is taken in it of the troops of the three provinces just
annexed by Prussia, into which her, military organization was being introduced.Prussia so enlarged, and the oth~er States of the North G~ermanl Confederation, candispose of 960,000 men, whilst the length of service has been reduced from 19 t6, 12

;years, the 2nd Class of the Landwehr being suppressed. [En]. 
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and Denmark. But if Prussia had, a great war on hand, for
which its active army was not sufficient, or if she met with a
disaster she could employ the 1st class of the Landwehr·,
either to ·fill up gaps, or as a second line, drawing from the
1st class, the youngest men (27 to 29 or 30 years.) In
the last war, for example, when Prussia was compelled to
place in line very large forces, many battalions and regiments
of the Landwehr formed a portion of the army of the Main.
Two Landwehr divisions occupied Saxony, and the division of
Landwehr infantry of the guard 12 battalions (or about 10,000
men) entered Bohemia, when it joined the field army on the
2~nd July; the' 3rd July, during the battle of Kdniggratz, this
division was a myarchl in rear. If the Prussians had gained an
undecided victory, or sustained. a defeat, it would have rendered
valuable services.

This division (Landwehr of the Guard) is composed of the
finest troops that can be conceived. Composed entirely of men
from 27 to 32 years of age, with a manly and powerful appear-
ance, it offers a magnificent military spectacle. It is doubtful
if it would support the. fatigues of a long campaign, but well
employed for a definite purpose, it would; form a most valuable
force.

:REDUCTsION OF THE TIME OF SERVICE TO 12 YEARS.

The period of service, which was 19 years in 1814, has
been reduced to 12 by the law of the 9th November, 1867.
Trhis reduction ·of the number of years' ·service takes place in
;he Landwehr, in which men will no-w serve for 5 instead of
12 years. The period of service in the Federal Army is thus
l:ivided- at present:

In the Landwehr, 5 years.

Total .. 12

.But th-is new la~w does not entirely free the Landwehr men of
12 years' service. On the contrary, the :Government reserves ;to
·itself the right of releasing them by degrees according to the
necessilties of the State, beginning with the older contingents,.

I will, in another report, give fuller details of the important
law of the 9t~h'Noyemb~er, '18 7.*

* Fide: the Report of the -14th: June, 1569.-{IEn.]
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NEW DIVISION OF THE TERRITORY OF THE NORTH GERMAN CON-
FEDERATION INTO LANDWEHR BATTALION DI~TRIOTS, AND
REORG~ANIZATION OFI TH-E LANDWCEHR.

Repo0rt 2nd December·, 1867.*:

Prussia, while she is extending her military system to the
territory annexed in 1866, and to the States which, with her,
constitute the North G~erman Confederation, is organizing her
Landwehr and that of these States upon a new basis. I propose
to point out the essential characteristics of this organization, and
to be still more clear I will ftirst recall the basis on which thie
military force of Prussia, was recruited prior to these annex-
ations.

Division of the Coufntr1y into Landwcehr Battation Districts.

The territory of the Prussian monarchy before 1866 was
divided ~into eight large military districts, in each of which an
army corps of all arms of the service was recruited and
stationed. But these military districts were not coniterminous
with the eight Prussian provinces, as is generally believed in
France, where, it is stated, each province furnishes an army
corps. For example, the s~econdl corps is recruited partly in
three provinces, embracing portioiis of Pom~erania, Prussia, and
Posen, while the fifth corps is recruited, one-half in Posen, one-
half in Silesia, &c.

The administrative division of these provinces into districts
for local government (there are 125 such districts to 8 provinces)
has nothing in common with the divisions of the great military
commands into military districts, which serve as the basis for
recruiting all the forces of Prussia.

The number of these- districts was fixed in 1842, in
accordance .with that of the infantry reg~imrents of the line,
and rifles which then composed the regular army, viz.:-

32 Regiments of Inafant~ry of the Line of 3 battalions.
5 Regiments of Rifles.tl

The territory of the monarchy was divided in such a manner
that there was one, district for each battalion of infantry of the
line and regiment ofrifles, or 96 + 8 -= 104 districts. These were
termed Landwehr battalion districts to distinguish them from

* There are two other reports written in 1866' by our Military At~tach6 beaLring
the titles, "PFares and Baggage of the Prussian'Brmy ;" the other, "FBorce Mobilized
by Prussia in 1866 and force disposable in 1867." During the year 186'7, the year of
the P'aris Exhibition, we have only two repodrts, the first is a detailed alccount of the
Bohemian war, which has lost much interest since the publication of the official
Austrian and Prussian accounts of the campaign. The second is that which we
·here give.-[CEn.]

tr There were in addition ftive regiments of Infatntry of the Guard.
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the 25 dlistricts for local government, and because each had to
ffurnish, in case of nmo~bilization,--

1 Battalion Landwehr, 1st Class.
1 ,, ,, 2nd Class.
I Squadron ,

O~fthese 104 districts, 96 grouped in ~threes furnished the
recruits for the 32 regiments of the Line, and 8 others furnished
those for the 8 rifle regiments. The mren having served three
years with. the colours, returned home ion furlough with the
obligation to serve for 2 years more in the reserve, and 14 more
lin the L~andwehr. The three boattalions of ~the Landwehr of
the 1st class, belonging to a group of three districts, formed a,
r~egiment, as did the three battalions of the second class. The
battalions and regiments had in each district the same nuLmber,
both battalion and regimental, as in the corresponding regi-
rment of the ~Line.

The Landwehr battalion district is the true territorial unit
for recruiting and administrative purposes. To facilitate
operations it is sub-divided into several company districts. It
is by these Landwehr battalion districts that recruiting for the
army: is carried on, and thle lists of the reserve and Landwehr men
are kept there. A permanent dep6t is formed in each L~andwehr
battalion district. Generally, it is charged with keeping the
and preserving in a good state the great coats, accoutrements,
and rifles of the Landwehr. It calls in and assembles the
mzen and those of the reserve when the manceuvres and annual
drills takre place, and in case of Ymobilization it takes all
measures requisite, to change the Army from a peace to a
war footing, both as regards men and horses.* When the
army was reorganized in 1860, 36 new regiments of Infantry
of the Line were formed, making a total of 32 ± 36 = 68 or 34
brigades. But, as no change was made in the division of
Landwehr battalion- districts, it followed that thae battalions of
the Landwehr, which formerly corresponded; with a regiment
of Infantrfy, now corresponded with a brigade. The numbers of
the newly formed regiments, were not then representced in the
Landwvehr.

Necessity for a N~ew Organizationz of th~e LTanzdwoelr.
*The first care of Prussia after the peace of 1866 was to

introduce her military organization into the provinces she had
annexed, Hanover, Schfleswig~-Holstein, and Hesse, and before
thinking of the civil organization, she divided the country into
Landwtelr battalion districts. This division w~s only provi-
sional, it being a~lways desirable that the military divisions
should coincide as nearly as possible with the divisions for local
administration, which could only be subsequently arranged.

As the civil administration came to be definitely arranged,
the divisions in-to Landwehr battalion districts in the three

* Vide pages 35 and 36 for the composition of th~ese dep~ts.-[ED.]
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provinces, where the new A4rmy Corps (9th, 10th, and 11th)
are recruited, was modified.

The necessity of numerous changes in the division into
districts, of the military commands of old Prussia (prior to 1866)
has been acksnowledged' as a necessary sequence, to the intro-
duction of the Prussian military system into the ·small States
of the North Gierm~an Confederation.

A complete re-arrangement 'throughout the whole of Prussia.
of the Landwehr battalion districts is now in progress. It will
be, perhaps, useful to obsxerve that looking only to Prussia
proper (before 186i0), such a revision had become absolutely
requisite on account of the inconveniencels produced, as we
shall see from the old territorial division.

In~convenience of the Former Dwzszon.

1. The number of L~andwehr ba-ttalion districts fixed in
1842, was no longer sufficient, on account of the increase and
removals of the population, in addition to which the annual
contingent had been raised in 1839, on the reorganization of
the armny, from 40,000 to more than 60,000 men, fr-om which it
followed that a much larger number of men were sent on fur-
lough each year into the reserve and Landwehr.* For these
reasons the duties of the comamandants of districts had become
very s evere.

2. The increase of population since 1842 had been very
different in the various districts, so th~at, at last, some company
districts became more poputous, than boattalion districts belong-
ing to the same regiment.

t3. The boundaries of these districts, and the head-quarters
of the dep~t~s, had been fixed with reference to the means of
communication existing in 1842, so that in case of m~obiliza-
tion the men on furlough, might be collected together and sent
to their respective regimlents as quicklyl as possibole. These
boundaries, and head-quarters were no loniger the most
convenient, owing to the -great chnanges made in the network
of roads, and especially by the construction of railways.

4. There was not tha-t coincidence which is so desirabole
between the civil administrative divisions ~and circles (of which
there are 340 in the eight provinces) and the division into Land-
wehr battalion districts. rrhus it sometimes happened that por-
tions of the same circle belonged, without any necessity, to
several Landwehr batt~alion districts, from which inconvenience
often resul-tedl.

5. It was also much to be desired that each regiment of
nirfantry of the line should have its own district for recruiting,
which had not bneen the case since the reorganization of 1860,
since which period three districts, recruited two regiments.

* The o~lce~rs and mllen of the reserve, as well -as those of the Landwehr, live at
home. They are said in Prussia to be "en position do cong6" on furlough.
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This circumstasnce alone would have been sufficient, to neces-
sitate an entire re-arrangement of these districts.

NeTw Orgaknizationa Embracing th2e Entire Gonfederation.

For these reasons it was determined, when extending the
Landwehrm system to the other states of the Confederation to
reorganize the Prussian Landwehr on a fresh basis.

This basis, which now extends over the whole North G~erman
Confeder~ation, is the following:-

1. To each regiment of Infantry of the Line of the Federal
Army (there are 93 of three battalions each, in the 12 Army
Corps) will be assigned a regiment of Landwehr of two bat-
talions, which will have the same number and provincial desig-
nation. as the line regiment, and to each regiment of rifles
(there are 12· of three battalious) will correspond a battalion of
Liandwehr Reserve. Thus the Landwehr Infantry of the North
German Confedleration will count for the future, wheii its
organization is completed:-

B3attalions.
93 Regiments of Lan~dwehr of 2 Battalions each .. 186
12 Battalions of Lanclwehr Reserve .. .. . 12

Total .. .·. .. .. . 198

This number of bjattalions does not include th~ose of the
Grand Duchy of Hesse, which are not yet organized, nor those
of the 12 battalions of Landwehr of the Royal Guard, which,
as is well known, -have no particular district for recruiting.
The K~ingdom of Saxony and the Grand Duchy of ilesse, have
provisionally Landwehr regiments, composed of three battalions,
namely, in Saxony four regiments, in Hesse two regiments.
From which it follows that for some time the Landwehr of the
North German Confederation will be composed as follows,:

Bats.
In the 1st 11 Armny Corps, 85 Regimenzts at 2 Batlalions each .1'70

In the 12th Corp~s, Saxon, 4( Regiments at 3 Battalions each .. 12
In the 25th Division, Hesse, 2 Regiments at 3 Battalions each .. 6

Total.. ... ,.. .... 188

Adding to these 12 battalions of Landwehr Reserve newly
created,, there will be a grand total of 200 Landwehr battalions.

·2. The N~orth German. Confederaztion will thus have 200
Landwehr battalion districts. The extenlt of ·these districts
has been ~fixed by the population; so that the two districts
which compose a Landwehr regiment can furnish the number
of men requisite for recruiting, ·and placing on a war footing
the corresponding regiment of the Line, as also the numlber of
men requisite for recruiting the Guaard, the Rif-es, the special
Atrms, and the MaSl'rines, &c.

3. In fixing the boundaries of the new districts, the pro-
E2
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ba~le future increase of population of the various countries
composing the Confederation has been considered. But it
being quite impossible to foresee the alterations which the
removals of the inhabitants may produce in the population
of the various districts, and in case the population of manry
of these districts (perhaps the whole of those corresponding
to an Army Corps) should increase only, by the diminution
of others, it becam~e requisi-te to provide some m~eans to
compensate, and allow for these alterations, so that the
various Army Corps may be placed on a war footing. This
difficulty has been met by forming in each of the great milita~ry
comm~ands a Laudwelir Reserve battalionl district, intendedl
to supply the men requisite to complete those districts the
population of which may have diminished.

Each of these Laudwelir Rteserve battalion districts fur-
nishes any men that may be requisite to complete any Army
Corps.

Drawing from all the Landwehr battalion distr-icts to supply
deficiencies is thus obviated. Those portions of the country
where, according to experience, the population undergoes the
greatest fluctuations, have been selected as Landwehr Reserve
battalion districts, and are generally those where men, quitting
their original~ district, come to live for a longer or shorter
period, and who would, but for this arrangement, have had
to join the corps to which they originally belonged.

The Conmmandants of these Landwehr Reserve battalion
districts have manifestly more diffricult durties to perform than
those of common districts, conseq~uently they are helped by a
larger staff.

It is clearly understood that theseilandwehr Reserve bat-
talions will not be embodied if the other districts forming
portions of the Army Corps have, after furnishing the requisite
contingents, a sufficient number of men; hence these battalions
are embodied only by a special order.

4. The boundaries of the Landweh-r battalion and company
districts will coincide with thnose of the administrative divisions;
and for the future, parts of the same circle will never be included
in several Landw~ehr battalion districts. In general, each circle
will form one or two companies.

5. The~ adoption of this principle has necessitatedi a departure
from the old plan by which each Landwehr battalion district was
divided into four company districts; now the number of comn-
pany districts varies fr~om three to six in each battalion district.
The total num~ber of company districts is very much greater
than formerly; hence the Commandants Qan keep the rolls of
men on furlough much more exactly, and it is far easier for the
men to attend roll-call. before the distric~t non-commissioned
officer. There is one rifle regiment to each Army Corps. For
the future Army Corps will recruit and complete when put on
a war footing not only their Rifle regiment but also their
Artillery a·nd Engineers from their own districts.
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I attach to this report a table, showving the division into
Landwehr battalion districts of the entire Confederation. This
new organization of the Landwehr of the North German Con-
federation, the chief peculiarities of which I have pointed out,
comes into force on the 1st January, 1868.

TPhe territorial divisions are ftixed, the district Coommandants
and their Staff are named, and already perform their duties,
making rolls, completing or forming magazines of clothes,
accoutrements, and arms. The G~rand Duchies of Meicklenburg-
Schwerin and Mvecklenb~urg-Strelitz (89th and 90th Regiments)
are the only platces where the division into Landwehr battalion
dlistricts is not yet qyuite settled.

Sa~xony (12th Corps d'Arm~e) has only 12 Landwehr battalion
districts. But, as I have already said, this division is only
provisional, and the numnber of districts will be very shortly
increased and determnined.

Thus, from the 1st January, 1868, the new division into
*Landwehr battalion districts will afford a basis for recruiting
the entire military force of the Confederation, as well as for all
the details of the organization of the Reserve, the Landwehr,
and th~e Reserve Substitutes.

Before concluding, it- is desirable to point out some other
*alterations. For the future the Landwehr will only present
themnselves once a yearr (in autumn) at the head-quarters of the
district to verify the rolls; but the men of- the reserve, the men
on leave from the Regular Army, and those on whose position
the councils of revision have passed no definite opinion, will
present themselves twice a year (in spring and autumn?. The
men of the reserve substitutes are not obliged to present them-
selves to verify the rolls.

As a retrospective measure it has been decided that men
can only enter the Landwehr after having completed, in accord-
ance with the law of 1860, seven years' service, of which three
must have been w~ith the colours and four in the reserve.
Accordingly those men, who under the old lawb had completed
their five years' service, three with the colours and two with
the reserve, and who had actually receive~d their certificates as
Landwehr men, are now obliged to serve two years more in the
reserve. From lthe 1st January, 1868, the Landwehr will no
longer be divided into first and second classes; the contingents
of which it is composed, will be distinguished only by the years'
service passed in the Landlwehr. For example, Lanldwehr of
the first year, Landwehr· of the second year, and so on.




